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Un salon nautique à �ot dans un lieu exceptionnel 
permettant d’essayer des bateaux exposés, des 
démonstrations et régates de 50 pieds, un rassemblement 
de golden oldies, un salon de l’occasion… 
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A boatshow a�oat in an exceptional setting with sea 
trials of the boats exhibited, demonstrations and  
50 footers regattas, a meeting of golden oldies and a 
second hand boatshow…

the Atlantic multihull boatshow

15 to 18 april 2010 - Lorient

The rendezvous of multihulls
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A WORD FROM THE ORGANIZERS

We are pleased to announce the first Atlantic edition of the multihull boatshows, 
which will be held in Lorient, just in front of the Cité de la Voile Eric Tabarly, from the  
15 au 18 Avril 2010.

Pre-season, this splendid harbour will accommodate the new units exhibited by the 
shipyards afloat and along the quay: sailing and power catamarans and trimarans.  
The OEMs, charterers, associations, sailing schools and others stakeholders in this 
industry, will also be present.
More than just a boatshow, it is a dynamic and animated event, which will liven up 
the city seafront.  Over four days, visitors will be able to take part in demonstrations 
and sea trials aboard the shipyards’ newest or the second hand boats.  They will 
also have the opportunity to admire former racing multihulls.  The discovery space 
will allow multihull enthusiasts and other sailors to meet with naval architects and 
designers and to take part in conferences on the subject.

For the organizers, seafarers’ solidarity is not just an empty term - for this first 
edition, we have chosen to support the association Friendship International 
France, whose aim is to collect funds to help the most disadvantaged populations.  
With the project 500 boats for 500 families, the funds will be used to finance the 
building of fishing catamarans for the victims of the 2007 tsunami in Asia, as well as 
hospital catamarans and river ambulances.

The Atlantic boatshow will alternate every two years with a Mediterranean edition in 
a port yet to be selected.
Looking forward to seeing you - Multihull enthusiasts, sea and boats lovers, in 
Lorient between the 15 and the 18 April 2010.

Philippe Michel / Frédéric Morvant
M2O - les Salons du Multicoque - Tél : + 33 (0) 240 434 634
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I - THE SHOW

n  The Atlantic multihull boatshow and Lorient: a logical partnership 
In view of the technical and financial constraints incurred when exhibiting cabin 
multihulls in land based boatshows, the creation of a new event afloat is the best 
solution.  The majority of boatbuilders are on the Atlantic Coast and they needed 
an exceptional site at the ideal time to showcase their ware and make the boats 
available for sea trials.

The city of Lorient, with its history, its geographical setting, maritime dynamism, 
port infrastructure and magnificent sheltered harbour, presented an exceptional 
opportunity to ensure the success of such a project.
This event fits naturally into the maritime heritage of the town.  Indeed, the history 
of Lorient is intimately linked to that of shipbuilding.
In 1666, the naval shipyard at Faouëdic launched a 1,000 tons vessel.  The Soleil 
d’Orient,  which gave its name to the town.  In 1690, the Royal Navy took over the 
premises and establish a long tradition of shipbuilding in Lorient that lasts to this 
day.
Modern history starts in 1968, with the building of the famous Pen Duick IV, the 
first large ocean racing trimaran for Eric Tabarly in the La Perrière shipyard.  As far 
as sailing yachts are concerned, it was, at the time, a total novelty.  The town paid 
homage to this great sailor in the form of La Cité de la Voile Éric Tabarly, opened 
in May 2008.
In 1997, the closing of the submarine base in Keroman seriously affected the town 
which reacted by adapting it to a brand new maritime vocation.  The base today 
accommodates, boatbuilders, masts manufacturers, OEMs and, in the first Ocean 
Racing European Centre called ‘Pôle Européen de Course au Large’, houses 
Groupama, Foncia and Banque Populaire.
A nautical business park, Le Nautique de Keroman, is also being promoted and has 
created more than 300 jobs!
In 2008, Banque Populaire V was launched in Lorient.  This 40 metre long and 23 
metre wide maxi trimaran has been built as a record breaking machine.

The city of Lorient was therefore destined to host the first boatshow in the 
world totally dedicated to multihulls in 2010.
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n  Site plan and show layout
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n  Boatbuilders’ space
April has been chosen for a reason.  It is a quiet time, out of the boatshow season 
so yacht builders are more available.  This date allows them to showcase new crafts 
before the holiday season, just at the right time to finalize prospective sales after a 
sea trial or to capitalize on business contacts.
Moreover, most of the builders can bring their multihulls to Lorient by sea – therefore 
the costs to exhibitors will effectively be reduced.  The Boatuilders’ space can 
accommodate sailing and power catamarans and trimarans alongside the quay.  
Getting on board the boats moored to the pontoons and organizing sea trials at the 
end of the day will be easy.  Indeed, Lorient harbour will be very lively.
All the main French boatbuilders have already confirmed their participation in this 
event, as well as the foreign shipyards involved in the building of multihulls.  These 
last few years have seen the multihulls greatly increase in size.  Visitors will have the 
opportunity to admire prestigious crafts exceeding 60 feet in length.  Of course the 
35 to 60 feet multihulls will be the mainstay with all the new crafts exhibited by the 
yards.
The builders’ agents and distributors will also be able to show previously owned 
yachts and take their prospective customers out for a sail in the best of conditions.

n  Equipment space
The manufacturers of deck fittings, sails, electronics, rigging, sea clothing, computer 
and other onboard systems, are constantly innovating and will be delighted to 
present their new wares to amateurs and professionals alike.

n  Charter and Tourism Space
Multihulls, catamarans in particular are, better and better suited to the charter and 
crewed cruising sectors because of their comfort, stability and large living areas.  
This venue will enable visitors to discover multihull cruising regions, compare them, 
choose between summer in Europe and winter in the tropics, plan and book their 
holiday: all this here within on place dedicated to the fulfilment of one’s dreams.
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n  Naval Architecture Space
• Naval architects
Discover a fascinating world! That of the naval architects who work with the boatyards 
on custom boats for specific owners or on forward looking environmentally friendly 
projects - who will be present at the show.
• Interior design
Another art with which the general public is not familiar, but is essential to the boat 
accommodation.  Several designers have already confirmed their involvement.

n  R&D Space
To-morrow’s technologies at the service of multihulls.  This space will host several 
different players involved in the “clean innovation” domain.

n  Events – animations
This event will be lively and dynamic.  Lorient harbour offers a well sheltered stretch 
of water, a magnificent setting to see multihulls under full sail.
• 	 Enthusiasts can gather to compete on board the first generation of racing 

multihulls.  Don’t miss these regattas: these yachts still have something 
impressive to offer!

• 	 Conferences: experts in their domain will lecture on subject as varied as naval 
architecture, boat building and chartering.

• 	 Animations: cultural events will take place for visitors, day and evening …
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n  Practical information

Date  Thursday 15 to Sunday 18 April 2010

Opening hours from 10.00 to 19.00 Tariff:  e  5 per person / Free to children under 12

Site plan see page 5

Accommodation
www.lorient-tourisme.fr

Access
By plane
For those who wish to fly to Lorient, visit the Lorient airport website (www.lorient.
aeroport.fr) for more information.

By train
Consult the SNCF website (www.sncf.com) for all information on the train services 
to Lorient.

By road
From Rennes, Nantes, Vannes, Quimper, Aéroport Lann-Bihoué... direction Lorient.
• 	 At Keroman roundabout in Lorient, take the second exit to enter the submarine 

base.
• 	 Go straight over at the first and second roundabouts.
• 	 Turn right at the third roundabout.
• 	 You have arrived at the show car park.
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II - THE ORGANIZERS

Frédéric Movant  born in Nantes in 1962 is a multihull enthusiast.  Frédéric has 
used his expertise within the companies Jeanneau Techniques Avancés (JTA) and 
Bénéteau for 10 years.  In charge of R&D for the Lagoon cruising catamarans, he 
has notably set up the international distribution network, walking the boatshow 
pontoons all over the world.  Since 2000 when he founded his own firm Comptoir du 
Catamaran, based in Nantes, he has been the distributor of new and second hand, 
sailing and power cruising catamarans.  He is a professional widely appreciated for 
his reliability and expertise in the industry.

Philippe Michel has anchored his professional career in Nantes, where he was born 
in 1961.  Marketing director for logistics and transport companies, he started his 
own firm, specialising in public relations, publicity and events promotion.  He sails 
regularly with Frédéric who gave him the bug for catamaran cruising.

 



the Atlantic multihull boatshow, 15 - 18 april 2010  •  10

III - CABIN MULTIHULLS: 
		  A CONSTANTLY GROWING ENTERPRISE.

The production of cabin multihulls (mainly catamarans) has been in constant 
development for some 20 years. Thanks to design improvements brought about 
by naval architects, the image of the capsizing racing multihull is obsolete today 
and has finally met with success.
France is renowned for its multihull culture, and is still a leader in this field with 
numerous innovations whether in design or in production processes.
60 % of the annual world production - 800 to 900 boats – takes place in France.

The main players in this sector are (in alphabetical order):

CATANA
25-30 crafts per year.  Founded in 1984, Catana have acquired a strong reputation 
in the field of luxury yachts.

FOUNTAINE PAJOT
130-150 crafts per year.  Founded in 1976, Fountaine Pajot are at the root of the 
production cruising catamaran success in France and in the world, with the launch 
in 1983 of the Louisiane 37, the first ‘industrially’ produced cruising catamaran.

LAGOON (Bénéteau Group)
280-300 crafts per year.  Founded in 1984, Lagoon have achieved many successes, 
in particular with the Lagoon 380 (+ than 500 crafts sold), the Lagoon 500 (100 
crafts sold) and the Lagoon 440 (+ than 300 crafts sold).  These boats can be seen 
sailing on all the seas of the globe.

NAUTITECH
25-30 crafts per year.  Founded in 1994, Nautitech have succeeded in supplying 
catamarans to the charter fleet.  These last few years, the company have widened 
their market share by targeting private owners.



the Atlantic multihull boatshow, 15 - 18 april 2010  •  11

OUTREMER YACHTING
5-10 crafts per year.  Founded in 1984, Outremer are known to build high performance, 
seaworthy catamarans, made for long distance cruising.

PRIVILEGE (Alliaura marine)
20-25 crafts per year.  Founded in 1985, Alliaura have acquired a reputation by 
building comfortable catamarans with a high quality finish.
The yard is experiencing a growing success with their larger boats, such as the 
Privilège 745.

Abroad

• DOLPHIN (Brazil): 20 crafts per year.

• GEMINI (USA): 50 crafts per year.

• ROBERTSON & CAINE (South Africa): 60 crafts per year.

• SEAWIND (Australia): 25 crafts per year.

In the luxury catamarans sector

• JFA (Concarneau - France)

• GUNBOAT (South Africa)

• DERECKTOR (Connecticut - USA)

• H2X (La Ciotat- France)

• SUNREEF YACHTS (Poland)

• ALU MARINE and their Noah project (Nantes - France).

This list is of course not exhaustive, and others boatyards are today developing 
many large or smaller projects.
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IV - 	THE REASONS WHY  
		  MULTIHULLS ARE SUCCESSFUL …

n	 Stability
The width between the two hulls limits the risks of capsizing and offers a comfortable 
ride.

n	 Comfort
Sailing on 2 or 3 hulls limits the heeling angle and offers exceptional comfort.

n	 A generous living space
The deck, cockpit and saloon areas are very large, and the cabins spacious.  Also, 
the layout is designed to offer a maximum of comfort in the accommodation area 
and facilitate access to the sea when the boat is anchored.

n	 Mooring
The minimal draught allows entrance to the most secluded anchorages, nearer the 
coast.

n	 Privacy
Separate cabins in both hulls, and private washrooms.

n	 Safety
Two engines, watertight bulkheads and buoyancy.

n	 Fuel economy
With a relatively small wetted area and draught, a multihull needs less engine power.

n	 Greater average speeds.

It is therefore not surprising to see more and more cruising catamarans at sea 
and in anchorages.
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V – KEY DATES IN MULTIHULL HISTORY

n  Catamarans

The word catamaran comes from the Tamil words kattu  for tying and maran for 
wood, tree.

• 	 Several thousand years ago, catamarans were used on the coast of Coromandel 
in southeast India.

• 	 Around 3500 BC, the long Pacific Ocean crossings begin towards Polynesia, on 
board double canoes.

• 1662: Sir William Petty designs The Experiment, described as “a fantastic 
bottomless double-bottomed machine”, which raced successfully against 
monohulls.

• 	 1820: Double Trouble is the first catamaran built in the USA by John C Stevens, 
remembered for his bet that started the America’s Cup saga.

• 	 1876: Amaryllis, designed by the renowned architect Nathaniel Herreschoff, beat 
the entire New York Yacht Club fleet.

• 	 1937: Kaimiloa, built by Eric of Bisschop, a French explorer, is launched in Hawaii 
and rallies Cannes in 264 days.

• 	 1947: Manu Kai, launched in Hawai by Brown, Kumalae and Choy, is probably 
the first ocean going catamaran.

• 	 1960: In England, the brothers Prout design Snow Goose, an 11 metre cruising 
catamaran.

• 	 1964: Rehu Moana takes part in the OSTAR.  The boat was built by Dr. David 
Henry Lewis who, after the race embarked his whole family in the USA for a 
round the world trip.  This was the catamaran to circumnavigate the world.

• 	 1983: Fountaine Pajot launches the Louisiane 37, the first lightweight cruising 
catamaran.  The industrial production of catamarans begins in France.

• 	 1998: Douce France, a 138 footer designed by Van Peteghem and Lauriot- 
Prevost, is the biggest cruising catamaran ever built to this day.

• 	 2005: the Maxi catamaran Orange II – 37 metres long, built by Multiplast and 
skippered by Bruno Peyron, sails round the world in 55 days and 16 hours only, 
an unbelievable average speed of 22.2 knots.
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n  Multihulls: some famous skippers

• 	 Eric Tabarly: in 1968, with Pen Duick IV, a 20 metre built in the Lorient arsenal, 
he beat a number of records including the Atlantic crossing in 10 days and 11 
hours, at the average speed of 11 knots.

• 	 Alain Colas: in 1972 on  Pen Duick, he won the fourth single-handed transatlantic 
race in 20 days and 3 hours.

• 	 Mike Birch: in 1978, on  Olympus Photo, he won the Route du Rhum, 98 seconds 
only ahead of Michel Malinovsky.

• 	 Marc Pajot: East-west Atlantic crossing record on the catamaran Elf-Aquitaine  
in 1981, in 9d 10h 6s.

• 	 Philippe Poupon: in 1988, first of the English Transatlantic Race on board Fleury 
Michon IX in 10d 9h 15s.

• 	 Florence Arthaud: at the helm of Pierre Premier, she is the first woman to win the 
Route du Rhum in 1990.

• 	 Loick Peyron: on Fujicolor II, he won the Multihull Trophy in 1992.
• 	 Alain Gauthier: native from Lorient and winner of the 1992-1993 Vendée Globe - 

he cannot be overlooked for this event.
• 	 Laurent Bourgnon: in 1998, he took Primagaz to a second victory in the Route du 

Rhum.
• 	 Michel Desjoyeaux: with Geant, wins the 2002 Route du Rhum.
• 	 Olivier of Kersauson: in 2004, he skippered the 34 metre Geronimo to a second 

Trophée Jules Verne record in 63 days and 14 hours.
• 	 Steve Fosset: on Cheyenne, in 2004, he beat the record of the fully crewed 

circumnavigation of the world tour of the world, validated by the WSSRC.
• 	 Bruno Peyron: with his 37 metre maxi catamaran Orange II, regains the Trophée 

Jules Vernes for a fully crewed round the world trip in 2005 in 55 days, 16 hours 
only at an unbelievable average speed of 22.2 knots.

• 	 Ellen Mac Arthur: in 2005 on  B&Q/Castorama, she beat the single-handed round 
the world sailing record in 71 days.

• 	 Francis Joyon: at the helm of IDEC in 2008, he slashed the single-handed round 
the world record in 57 days, 13 hours, 34 minutes and 6 seconds.
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VI – THE INTERNATIONAL FRIENDSHIP ASSOCIATION  

This association was founded in 1998 in Bangladesh by Runa et Yves Marre.  It is 
an NGO for assisting the most disadvantaged populations.  It intervenes primarily in 
the sectors of health and education, economic development and emergency help.  
Its commitment has also an important cultural side to it.
One of the partners of Friendship International in France is the design office VPLP, 
represented by Marc Van Peteghem.  VPLP is the world leader for the design of 
racing and cruising multihulls.
Moved by the 2007 tsunami, Marc Van Peteghem and his team created the project 
500 boats for 500 families, for which they designed a catamaran inspired by that 
of a traditional, reliable and unsinkable boat, all at the reasonable cost of 1700 e !
These boats, delivered as turnkey product with a micro-financing scheme, are 
adapted to the low incomes of the beneficiaries.  This help them recover their dignity 
with a working tool to replace the one they lost in the catastrophe.  
Two fibreglass river ambulances, designed by VPLP and built locally, are also used 
for their stability and shallow draught, to bring medical care to the Bangladeshi 
populations isolated on thousand of islands.
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VII. CONTACTS

n  Société M2O
Plein Sud - 45, quai Emile Cormerais - Lot N°7 - 44800 Saint Herblain
Tél : +33 (0) 240 434 634 Fax : +33 (0) 228 031 940
www.le-salon-atlantique-du-multicoque.com
RCS 513 333 575 Nantes

n  Philippe Michel
Mobile : +33 (0) 608 23 77 12
ph.michel@les-salons-du-multicoque.com 

n  Frédéric Morvant
Mobile : +33 (0) 680 99 69 98
f.morvant@les-salons-du-multicoque.com 

n  Administration
Elise Lechat 
Tél : +33 (0) 240 434 634 Fax : +33 (0) 228 031 940 
info@les-salons-du-multicoque.com
 

n  Sales department
Béatrice Guilbaud
Tél : +33 (0) 240 434 634 Fax : +33 (0) 228 031 940
b.guilbaud@les-salons-du-multicoque.com

n  Contact Media
Sébastien Barthez
Mobile : +33 (0) 621 39 28 45 
sebastien.barthez@gmail.com 


